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ABSTRACT 
Former princely state of Bahawalpur (1727-1947), now one of the administrative divisions of 
Punjab Province remained the socio-cultural hub. Their rulers assumed the titles of ‘Amir’ and 
‘Nawab’ in due course of the history and proved themselves as capable administrators. At this 
stage of history one finds their capability of good governance, especially their measures to control 
the crimes. One can learn a number of positive lessons from this piece of history. In later decades, 
a number of factors in socio-economic domain affected and altered the crime dynamics in the 
region, especially in Bahawalpur District which is the main focus of the study in hand. These 
factors mainly include unemployment, lack of industrial development, landlessness and other rural 
obligations, ignorance or unawareness about the law of the land, low literacy rate, etc. 
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1. RETROSPECT 
1.1. Crimes in Bahawalpur District: Some Facts form the Early History of the Region 
The implementation of law and order to control the crime rate has always been remained the way to 
promote peace and justice in the society. Due to lack of communication facilities in the state of 
Bahawalpur, it paved way for the criminals to cross the boundaries of the adjacent areas and 
neighbouring districts1. In 1878, with the establishment of railway track in the state Bahawalpur 
the crime rate increased especially theft and dacoit. The thieves and dacoits used to escape with the 
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stolen items by train to other areas 2. In Sadiqabad, the area across the river is Rojhan, the caste 
Gopang Baloch lived there and they were involved in cattle lifting. That is why from this area the 
theft rate of cattle lifting was comparatively high then other area of the State Of Bahawalpur. 3It 
was quite difficult to catch the thieves and criminals because this area was situated along the river 
belt4. The natives of adjacent states of Bahawalpur, Bikaner and Jaisalmir, used to come here for 
theft and cattle lifting. The natives of the state of Bahawalpur and Khanpur were prosperous and 
living a contented life. It is a deserted land so it was not an easy task to capture these criminals 
usually they hid in the deserted residences of local people and transportation and communication 
was not much advanced so it promoted the crime rate in this area. The eastern part of the state of 
Bahawalpur was Bahawalgarh which was renowned for criminal activities5. Geographically it was 
linked with the desert Rajasthan. Due to desert and naturally grown forest, this area was a safe 
place for the criminals. To control crimes and capture the criminals this area was inhabited and 
cultivation of land was done. A canal 106 miles long and 100 feet in width and 10 feet deep was 
dug from Sutlej River along the border of Bahawalpur just to control crime and escape of 
criminals. Due to this canal, the area was populated and it troubled the criminals or thieves to 
escape and hide in other states6. The police posts were settled after every 8 miles and robbers and 
thieves were controlled and watched keenly. Due to such safety measures, in 1942-1943 about 13 
robbers were apprehended. These arrested robbers belonged to Langrial caste; they did robberies in 
Hasil Pur, Bahawalpur and Dera Nawab. Another notorious gang of robbers comprised of Sattar 
Khan Akoka of Minchanabad, Doli of Lahore and Muhammad Din of Attari, Gurdiyal Singh were 
arrested in Bahawalpur; they did robberies in Bahawalpur and Sadiqabad. A fake currency makers 
group belonged to Rajputana state was also apprehended and penalized by the state. A kidnappers’ 
gang who used to kidnap girls from UP (India) and sell in the State Of Bahawalpur was also 
arrested. The criminals of one state after committing crimes used to hide in another state and it was 
difficult to take hold of them. The Hur Robbers of Sind had spread terror in the western areas of 
Bahawalpur by doing thefts and robberies in great number 7. After committing some crimes these 
Hur robbers were killed by the mutual attempts of local police and State army of Bahawalpur. It 
developed peace in this area and crime rate was controlled to some extent. In 1878, professional 
criminals band its act (Ghunda Act), imposed in Bahawalpur State. According to this law, these 
criminals were watched out and notified too; in case of their entrance in any other area, the report 
had to be given to the lumberdar of that area so the spread of crime could be controlled and these 
criminals are arrested easily8. 
In 1911, the Criminal Caste and Criminal Tribe Act were implemented in the State of Bahawalpur; 
according to this act, the criminal-castes-and-tribes notified. The tribes which were notified under 
this act were Sanasi, Banooria, Dashti, Kallar, Tahar and Matam. Details of professional criminal 
castes (permanent and non- permanent residents)   in the state of Bahawalpur are as under:. 
Sr. No Castes Resident District 
 
1 
1. Golala 
2. Baloch wangar Eegar 
3. Lakhat 
4. Tahar 
5. Chakoka 
6. Bangalli 
7. Garoh Tota Wala 
 
Minchinabad 
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8. Groh Bali Mosla 
 
2 
1. Gondal 
2. Hindu Faqiro Bhutt 
3. Kanjah Bandh 
4. Matam 
5. Jogi 
6. Sanpon waly 
7. Gidri 
8. Bhalka Baloch 
 
Bahawalpur 
 
 
3 
1. Orhar 
2. Baloch Bandron waly 
3. Banwari 
4. Kosh Baloch 
5. Sansi 
6. Chohry Non Muslim 
7. Khwooja 
8. Nowal 
9. Chohry 
10. Kalar 
 
 
Khanpur 
Source: Muhammad Manzoor, Law and Instructions Judicial Government Bahawalpur, 1926 
The above-mentioned details in the table show that these people were professionally criminals. The 
record of adults was kept and separate residential areas were allotted to these people so they could 
be trained and guided and they could be prevented from social evils in the longer run 9.  These 
criminals’ caste were fully supported and guided on moral grounds to make them the useful 
citizens of the state and involving them in positive activities just to control the crime rate. Jobs 
were given to their children. The senior members were provided health facilities and scholarship 
(wazifa). Education was made compulsory for their children to inculcate among them good 
thoughts and passion to live life positively being a useful member of society10.This act was a path 
to implementation justice and control the crime rate in Bahawalpur State. The emergence of the 
State of Bahawalpur with the newly established Pakistan repealed the act of Criminal Tribe and 
Criminal Caste. Now this information will be considered as null and void as this act has been 
repealed. 
2. METHODOLOGY AND SCOPE OF THE STUDY 
Crime dynamics in District Bahawalpur is a dependent variable to the socio-economic factors 
which contribute in the rise of crime rate in due course of time. The study presented in ongoing 
pages is based on the historical research method employed. Narrative is reflexive and 
argumentative one based on both primary and secondary sources available. 
3. MAIN THEME ANALYSED AND EVALUATED 
As per locus of the theme under discussion and the slant of the study in hand following socio-
economic factors contributed to the crime dynamics in District Bahawalpur: 
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3.1. Unemployment as a Cause of Crime in Bahawalpur District 
Unemployment is a curse that has taken away people’s will to live, or at least live by fair means. 
The population of Bahawalpur district is drastically increasing which brings with it the increased 
need of jobs. Consequently, the job vacancies are far less than the applicants, looking for jobs, 
therefore, the competition for jobs has increased.11 By far, we see that in Bahawalpur, the concept 
of merit has declined and the factor of influential connections matters the most. Capabilities and 
achievements are no longer the priorities. Economic recession has caused breakdown of various 
industries that has caused loss of jobs12. Land is being taken away, factories are being less in 
number, and institutions do not fulfil the needs of the people of Bahawalpur and are waiting for 
jobs because of this. Another saddening aspect is that many able people with good degrees slap feet 
door-to-door and return home empty handed because most of the vacancies are taken up by those 
who have no credentials to their names except connections and the kith and kin of such people so a 
commoner does not find a space for himself. What this causes is loss of potential. When unable and 
unaccredited people start running national institutes, they can only bring downfall and instability. 
This only leads the natives of this area to a fall and more has to be spent to cover up for the 
damage. This leaves little room for any expenditure for social welfare, causing poverty. On the 
other hand, thousands and thousands of graduates find themselves hopelessly unemployed even 
after attaining good degrees; this ultimately leads to:  
1. Suicides  
2. Crimes as means to survive like theft, kidnappings, murder etc. 
3.2. Lack of Industrial Development in District Bahawalpur  
 Judging from the above-discussed factors, we see very low industrial development in this deserted 
area. Shortage of power, resources and gas supplies has caused slow development of factories in 
Bahawalpur. Shortage of agriculture advance techniques has caused shortage of export products 
and breakdown of small internal industries like textile, food, sugar mills etc. Economic recession 
and economic downfall has prevented the local government of District Bahawalpur to invest less in 
industrialization because of which, we get poverty. Due to lack of industrial development people 
get less job opportunities and a simple nonprofessional do not chances to progress so as a result 
they involve in minor and major crimes to fulfil the basic needs of their families.13 
3.3. Ignorance or Unawareness about the Law: 
Unawareness or ignorance is a major cause of spread or cause of crime. Therefore, to be aware 
about the basic laws of life, about religion, culture, traditions, norms and values of any nation are 
important for survival in any society. If we go in history and the time of ignorance when men were 
living a life like savages without having awareness about life but as societies grew knowledge 
about the sense of rights and survival in life became easy and men progressed. The law of 
contradiction is the base and evolution of human life; evil and goodness go side by side. However, 
after making progress in the world affairs, even then the people are unaware of about their basic 
rights so they do not demand for them and remain deprive of them.14 This unawareness about the 
basic rights leads man towards decline and hopelessness which sometimes become the reason of 
crimes in the society. In District Bahawalpur, the reasons of crimes are numerous but one of them 
is unawareness, the masses are innocent and religiously emotional. Most of them do not have basic 
Crime Dynamics in District Bahawalpur…   5 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Int. j. soc. sci. humanit. educ.                                                                                     ISSN 2521-0041 
knowledge of religion and usually misinterpretations of Quran and Sunnah by less revolutionary 
scholars guide these people on the path of unawareness and they are exploited on the name of 
religion. In this scenario, they commit some minor or major crimes. Sectarian intolerance flourish, 
some family, and individual matters are resolved by self-settled laws by doing the wrong 
interpretation of Quran and Sunnah.15 The issues of marriage like wata satta (exchange) marriages, 
divorce, transfer of inheritance property, siblings rights in inheritance etc are resolved by those 
religious scholars who themselves are illiterate and have lack of appropriate knowledge. Another 
reason of crimes in District Bahawalpur is unawareness about law and judiciary a common lay man 
does not have  awareness of his rights and duties sometimes he takes those illegal steps which 
become the root of crime. Unaware masses are the main cause of crime their ignorance is not bliss 
but a curse for the society. 
Another reason of spread of crimes in District Bahawalpur is the unawareness about the basic 
traditions and norms of the society. The old traditions, which had influenced due to the combine 
society of Hindus, Muslims and other religions followers who lived together for centuries and 
shared their culture, norms, traditions, and values. With the merger of the State, it felt that the 
people of this belt are practicing some outdated norms and traditions, which become the cause of 
clash and dispute16. As there is modernization all the fields of life, people are getting awareness 
but the old generation and young generation issues are still unsolved just due to this gulf in 
thoughts and approach towards life strengthens the clashes and sometimes become the base of 
committing crimes too. The unawareness of religion, culture and tradition, rights and duties, and 
social media advancement has leading the people towards the path of crime. 
3.4. Low Literacy Rate 
 Education is a dire need for any nation to grow and prosper. It can be noticed that any part of the 
country that has expanded its literary rate tends to be ahead of the others in all fields and 
departments and that area of the country do not prioritize education end up being shackled or 
enslaved by the powerful and dominated cities. The literacy rate of District Bahawalpur is 
dramatically low because of various aspects that are not brought under scrutiny; therefore, there has 
not been any significant improvement in the conditions. It is to be noted that poverty and lack of 
education go hand in hand. That is to say that that both are interlinked. Ultimately, the Lack of 
education can lead towards unemployment, consequently, becomes leading factor towards the birth 
of poverty. Therefore, a poor person, who cannot afford any education, will enslave his generations 
to come into poverty and this cycle will keep turning until some miracles happen and on the other 
hand, such deprived people adopt the wrong path and sometimes become criminals too. For the 
District Bahawalpur, it is to be said that the conditions for education are next to pitiable. The local 
government and Punjab Government have not yet prioritized education and the budget for 
educational expenditure has not been rationalized. This has also contributed by the fact this district 
is a low-income area in the province and cannot afford to allocate much for the purpose of 
education since it needs to invest in political ventures. Since the attachment of State Bahawalpur 
with Pakistan, this area has been in the state of deprivation and controversies, for more than sixty 
years17. Lack of education deprives people to get accustomed to the advancements of the modern 
era; therefore, they lag behind in almost all the ventures. Lack of competition merely pushes them 
to the back where they are crushed by those who managed to take the train. More than half of the 
population is not armed with the knowledge of technology. People who cannot acknowledge 
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technology and implement it on their agricultural lands fail to yield more and healthy crops. They 
stick to the traditional an old school methods while other opt for the latest technology to plough, 
seed, grow and harvest, therefore yielding better output that consequently boosts up the income. 
Altogether, this generate very low revenue and pushed the District Bahawalpur towards financial 
distress which results in no room left to allocate sufficient or adequate budget to the educational 
sector18.  The State of Bahawalpur remained the route for Islamic scholars so they valued the 
religious teachings and a number of madaris (religious schools) were opened here. Still this 
practice is common among the people of this land but due to political instability, some negative 
forces try to use these sacred places for the fulfilment of their motives. As a result, religious 
intolerance is growing with the passage of time and deteriorating the whole progress of this area. 
Eventually it results in the emergence of crime rate in District Bahawalpur. Another reason is that 
the feudalists of this area do not want the masses to have awareness otherwise; they will rule their 
minds and demand for their rights. The best educational institutions were established by the 
Nawabs of this State and by the local government too. Even then, the literacy rate is not 
appreciable as it should be which is propagating distress and increasing crime rate.  
3.5. Landlessness: Dilemma of ‘Agronomy’ and Other Rural Obligations 
It is understood that around 70 per cent of the GDP of Pakistan depends upon agriculture (agric-
based economy, safely be termed as ‘agronomy’). Pakistan exports crops like wheat, cotton and 
barley and fruit like mango, oranges etcetera. It is understood that revenue is generated with the 
export of these products. We understand that majority of Pakistan’s population turns to agriculture 
as the primary source of earning their livelihood but the sad fact is that most of these people are 
landless or own a very small piece of land, which does not bring in sufficient income. The 
distribution of land is never fair, in fact, the distribution has caused many families to be deprives of 
it since the land mostly gets distributed among the rich families or the elite class. The poor families 
get either no land, or infertile land or very little land19. This ultimately means that the percentage 
of yield is not enough and in accordance with the requirement of the growing population. Another 
cause is the tribal or feudal system where the tribes head or feudal lords grab the land of the 
subjects of the village by force and unfair means. Most of this land remains uncultivated because 
these chiefs and lords do not show much concern or interest and therefore we lose potential yield of 
crops. The people hired to the lands are not paid enough either. Therefore, we can conclude these 
things from the following: 
a) When people do not get any or enough land to cultivate, they do not earn enough and 
therefore, remain poor. These people are later forced into slavery.  
b) When land comes under the authority of these people and remains uncultivated, we lose 
potential export material.  
c) Various crops that run the country’s industries fall short in demand, for example the 
decline in copper production has resulted in a setback for textile industries of Pakistan 
thereby decreasing the export income, as Pakistan is an exporter of clothes. So as a result 
of what these conclusions suggest, the revenue generation is low therefore, we get poverty. 
Some facts are stated as: 
1. Only 37 per cent rural families own any land.  
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2. Over 80 per cent of Pakistan’s population is poor by this cause. 
3. About 67 per cent rural families own no land. 
4. Only 0.3 percent families own any land around 55 acres or above.  
5. Punjab has the most unequal land distribution, which is followed by NWFP, Sindh and 
Balochistan.  
6. Sindh and Balochistan are highly tribal-oriented provinces where most of the land is 
owned by chiefs and lords, leaving almost most than half population poor.20. 
4. CONCLUSION 
In the state of Bahawalpur, the Nawabs adopted an open policy to populate this barren part of the 
region. They invited the people of other areas and allotted them lands so they could put their share 
in the development of the state. So people settled here and cultivated lands and flourished the 
economy of the state but after the merging the state into Pakistan no policies were made by the 
government of Punjab to give permanent allotments to these people who belonged to this area. 
With the passage of time population increased, which, in turn, affected the source of income of the 
people of the District Bahawalpur, the main focus of the preceding study. Hence; income resources 
became limited. Due to lack of economic resources and other social compulsions, people had to 
incline toward crimes21. So people of district Bahawalpur were forced to do theft, robbery, and 
dacoit, pick pocketing, land grabbing and a number of other social evils and crimes, etc. This study 
provides a broader base for other researchers to launch extensive research on the theme in order to 
point out the policy recommendations for the concerned quarters. 
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